
Design and Safety Considerations 

“Pathways” need to be safe and practical.  A “pathway” should never be referred to 

as “a safe pathway” unless a design professional has conducted the requisite traffic 

and safety study for the planned areas.  This cannot be done until there has been a 

survey of the area by a design professional with experience with AASHTO 

requirements and significant previous pathway design experience. 

 

A “pathway” cannot be considered safe until the following have been taken into 

consideration: 

1. For a mixed use pathway (cyclists and pedestrian) the minimum recommended 

width by AASHTO is 10’ wide. 

2. Sight lines are important when a mixed use pathway is proposed for a residential 

development.  (see discussion on vehicles parked in driveways below).  Sight lines 

include the view for motorists and cyclists.  For instance where a large tree will 

obstruct the view of a pathway for a vehicle pulling out  of the garage, the designer 

must take into consideration other factors.  Unlike a pedestrian, a bicycle can easily 

travel 15-20+mph.  This means that the cyclist at 15 mph is traveling 22 ½ feet per 

second.  Reaction time for an average motorist is 1 ½ seconds.  ¾ of a second to 

perceive and ¾ of a second to react. 

3. Safety risks increase with pathway usage when there are too many intersecting 

driveways combined with intersecting streets.  Many Bellaire streets have 

driveways that come out onto streets like Jane, Maple, Ave B etc.  Instead of long 

blocks, there are often many short blocks with at least two driveways intersecting a 

proposed pathway on every block.  This is not safe but potentially dangerous. 

4.  Vehicles parked in driveways pose another safety hazard to pedestrians, joggers 

and cyclists.  If there is a two car garage or driveway, the sight lines for both the 

driver and the cyclist/jogger/pedestrian are impaired.  This is  simply not safe and 

is potentially dangerous. 

5. A proposed 6’ wide mixed use pathway is dangerous, and by no means should it 

be called a “safe pathway”.  It is a known fact that collisions between cyclists and 

pedestrians have resulted in severe injuries including death.  (Google about the 

fatality on the mixed use pathway on what used to be a railroad track in Dallas near 

the Turtle Creek area). 



6. In responding to audience questions from the 13 people that attended the single 

public meeting (held in January 2018, which was also for some reason ordered not 

to be videotaped), it was acknowledged that no drainage study had been conducted 

to determine what effect thousands of cubic yards of additional concrete would 

have on the already precarious drainage situation that currently exists in Bellaire. 


